English speaking countries

Canada

Canada´s area is the almost 10 million square kilometres. It is the second largest country in the world.

Canada borders on the USA in the south (on the continental states on the 49th parallel) and the west (on Alaska). The nothern coast of Canada is washed by the Arctic Ocean, the western coast by the Pacific Ocean and the eastern coast by the Atlantic Ocean.

Canada has two official languages, English and French. Most French-speaking Canadians live in the province of Quebec.

Canada´s population is 25 million. The inhabitants of the country form a multinational population. They consist of Anglo-Canadians, French-Canadians, Canadian Indians and Eskimos. Most of Canada´s inhabitants are concentrated near the border with the USA, by the St. Lawrence River.The rest of country further north is very thinly populated.

Canada is an independent federal state, a member of the British Commonwealth of Nations. Formally the Head of State is the King or Queen of England. represented in Canada by the Governor-General. The supreme law-making body is the Federal Parliament. It consists of two houses: the House of Commons, the Senate. The leading figure in political life is the Prime Minister. The seat of the Federal Parliament and Government is Ottawa.

Canada is divided into 10 provinces (Alberta, British Columbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfounland, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan) and 2 territories (Northwest Terrirories, Yukon Territory).

The capital of Canada is Ottawa. The biggest cities are: Montreal, Toronto, Wancouver, Edmonton, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Quebec.

Canada has its own national flag since 1964. It is red and in the centre there is a white square with a simple red mople leaf.
The western half of Canada is mountainous. There are large mountain areas in Canada – the Rocky Mountains, the Mackenzie M., the Melville Hills. The highest mountain is Mt. Logan in the Alaska Region.
Between the eastern lowlands and the western mountain ranges there is the principal agricultural area.

Canada is famous for its lakes (Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior). The Niagara Falls, on the Niagara River between Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, on the frontier between Canada and USA, are one of the most splendidsights in the world and attract tourists from all continents.

Canada has also large rivers. The longest river is the Meckenzie, which flows into the Arctic Ocean, other big rivers are the Yukon, the Frazer and the Columbia, which flow into the Pacific Ocean and the St. Lawrence River, which flows into the Atlantic Ocean.

The climate of Canada varies from Arctic climate in the north to moderate climate in the east and west.

Canada is rich in ram materials – coal, iol, gas, uranium, gold, silver, lpatinum, nickel, copper, zinc. The main indusrties are: wood and paper industry, food industry, engineering, mining and chemical industry. The principal mining province is Alberta. Hamilton and Sydney are the main centres of iron and steel industries. Motor-car industry has its biggest works in Chatham and Oshawa, ships are built on the banks of the Great Lakes, in Montreal and Toronto. The provinces of Ontario and Newfoundland have large paper mills. As Canada has many lakes and rivers, the hydro-electric industry is highly developed. Its main centres are in the provinces of Quebec and Ontario. Almost half the land area of Canada is covered by forests. The provinces of Quebec, Ontario and British Columbia with their large forests provide wood for building, furniture and paper production. Canada´s agriculture and fisheries provide material for food industries.

Canada´s main agricultural products are wheat, meat, oats, vegetables, fruits, dairy products and leather. Canada is the second largest wheat exporter.

Australia

Australia was discovered by Portugese, Spanish and Dutch navigator. In 1606 a Spanish navigator, Torres, sailed throught the shait which now bears his name. He was followed by Dutch navigators, Abel Tasman, discoverd Tasmania in 1642. Captain James Cook explored the eastern coast in 1770 and landed at Botany Bay, but actual colonization started 18 years later, in 1788, when a fleet of ship, under the command of Captain Arthur Phillip, brought the first settlers and convicts from England. The first colony called New South Wales. It was penal colony at first, and many of the first permanent settlers were ex-convicts.
The discovery of gold in the middle of 19th century attracted many imigrants and the population increased rapidly. There were six separate colonies.

Towards the end of the 19th century the people desired federation, which resulted in the formation of a new British Dominion known as the Commonwealth of Australia, in 1901.
It consist of 6 states and 2 territories:
States



1) Western Australia



2) South Australia



3) Queensland



4) New South Wales



5) Victoria



6) Tasmania


Territories



1) North Territory



2) Australian Capital Territory

Australia is a continent lying in the Southern Hemisphere between the Indian and Pacific Ocean. It is about as large as the continental USA, but vast areas, especially in the interior and in the tropical north, are completely uninhabited. The population is concentrated on the coast, especially in the south-east.
Relief

Australia is the flattest of the continents.

1) The western part of Australia – more than half the continent – is a flat plateau – the Great Western Plateau.

2) In the east there is a chain of highlands – the Great Diving Range, which runs close to the eastern coast and reaches the highest altitude in the south – eastern tip, in the area known as the Australian Alps. The highest point in the Australian Alps is Mount Kosciusko.
3) Between the Great Western Plateau and the Great Diving Range are low-lying plains the Central-East Lowlands.

4) Between the Great Diving Range and the eastern coast there is an area of fertile eastern coastal plain, where most Australian live.

5) The north-east coast is protected by the Great Barrier Reef – one of Australia’s greates tourist attraction.

Rivers and lakes

The largest river is the Murray with its tributaries, the Darling, the Murrumbidgee and the Lachlan. Most Australian rivers are small creeks which dry up when there is not enough rain.


There are three big lakes there: Lake Eyre, Lake Torrens, Lake Gairdner.

Some parts of Australia are completely dry. There are three big deserts there:

- the Great Sandy desert

- the Great Victoria Desert

- Gibson Desert

Up to 1945 nearly all Australians were of British origin. Since World War II. many Europeans have entered the country so that Australia now has a population of 17 milion.

The Aborigines (Aboriginals) originally lived as hunters and food gathers but some of their tools and weapons were ingenious, o.g. the boomerang. Now most of them live in rural areas, in the interior and in the tropical north, especially in the Northem Teritory, but increasin numbers are moving to the cities. 

· The northern part of the continent lies in the tropical climate zone, the rest of the continent in the subtropical or temperate zone, but there are great differences between individual region, depending on the distance from the coast and on the altitude.

· The south – east coast has a pleasant type of climate with warm summers, mild winters and good rainfall allthe year round.

· The interior has a continental type of climate with little rainfall, that’s why there are deserts or semi-deserts there.

· The Australian flag is a blue field with the Union Jack in the upper left corner, a federal star, and the stars of the Souther Cross.

· There are  many plants and animals here not found elsewhere, for example eucalyptus tree, acacia, kangaroo, platypus, echidna(ježura), wombat, emu, koala bear.

· The capital city is Canberra

Australia is an advanced industrial and agricultural country.

Agriculture is divided into the following branches:

1) Sheep-raising – the most important branch 

- A. is the gratest producer of wool in the world, and Australian wool is      valuable for its high quality

2) Cattle-raising – both dairy cattle and beef cattle

3) Crop production – wheat, barley, oats, maize, sugar-cane, fruit, vegetables

The main industries are:

1) Mining – iron ore, coal, bauxite, lead and zine, copper, nickel, uranium, gold, silver and   other minerals

2) Food industry – meat-canning industry, butter and chese factories, flour mills, sugar refineries

3) Textile industry – woollen cloth

4) Engineering, motor vehicles, metallurgy, chemical industry, aircraft industry, armaments

The USA and Japan are the leading trading partners.
