Festivals and celebrations on all the world
New Year´s Day
January 1st

St. Valentine´s Day

February 14th – It is lever´s day. On this day young people send Valentine cards to a person of the opposite sex, usually anonymously and exchange gifts.

Easter

April. Spring feast of the Christian Church. Good Friday commemorates Jesus crucifixion while Easter Sunday commemorates the Resurrection of Jesus. It is connected with pre-Christian tradition, originally it was a festival celebrating the spring equinox. Easter eggs, dyed and decorated or made of confectionery, symbolizing new life, are given as presents. It is celebrated on Easter Sunday in Britain.

Ash Wednesday – Popeleční středa
Palm Sunday – Květná neděle

Holy (Maundy) Thursday – Zelený čtvrtek

Good Friday – Velký pátek

Holy Saturday – Bílá sobota

Easter Sunday – Boží hod velikonoční

Easter Monday – Velikonoční pondělí

The Queen´s Official Birthday

June (Saturday after June 9)

Halloween

October 31. Among the old Celts it was the last day of the year and the beginning of winter when witches and ghosts were supposed to celebrate their rites. When the pagans were Christianized, the holiday was converted to the Eve of All Saints´ Day when the Christian Church honours the memory of the dead. In Britain it is celebrated only in the North of England and in Scotland, but it is generally celebrated in the USA and Canada. Children celebrate it by dressing up in Halloween costumes with masks over treir faces. Carrying baskets or bags they go to their friends´ and neighbours´ houses and they knock at the door or ring the bell. When people come to the door, children say ,,Trick or treat“ which means ,,Give us a treat or we will play a trick on you.“ The people treat the children with sweets, fruit or money. The most common trick is soaping the windows of houses and cars.
Christmas

December 24 – Unlike the Continentals, the English have no traditional celebration on Christmas Eve. A lot of people spend the day shopping.Before English children go to the bed on Christmas Eve, they hang up Christmas stockings at the end of their beds and believe that Santa Claus or Father Christmas rides through the air on a sledge drawn by reindeer and comes down the chimney and fills up the stockings with presents and toys. Larger things are found at the foot of their beds or under the Christmas tree. Christmas trees in Britain are often decorated with fairy lights and bright coloured ornaments. Sweets and fruits or sparklers are not hung on the tree. A sprig of mistletoe is hung in a central position or over the door. If you catch a girl under it, you are allowed to kiss her.
When Swiss and German children behave properly, they receive presents from Kris Kringle. Meaning ,,Christ child“, Kris Kringle is accompanied by St. Nicholas he is on his holiday missions. Ordinarily, Pere Noel puts presents inside shoes in France. Scandinavia has a jolly elf Jultomten, as a gift giver. Italy has La Befana. She is a witch who rides on a broomstick and goes donw chimneys. Then she puts toys in children´s stockings. In the Netherlands and Belgium they also have unique people who give gifts. Normally, St. Nicholas visits their homes on December the fifth. He gives his presents to the children by putting small gifts into shoes that the children position by the fireplace. When the children go to their shoes on December the sixth they always have a nice surprice. Santa Claus is the gift giver that is popular in the USA.
December 25 – It is Christmas Day. In the morning children enjoy unwrapping presents and at midday Christmas dinner is a great occasion. It consists of roast turkey with chestnut stuffing and roast potatoes and Christmas pudding.

December 26 is called Boxing Day from the custom in earlier times of giving postmen, milkmen, dustmen, newspaper boys and the like small sums of money, which they collected in their Christmas boxes.
New Year´s Eve

December 31
