The Czech Republic
Official name
The Czech Republic (landlocked country in central Europe, comprising the historic regions of Bohemia and Moravia and part of Silesia.) and the capital city is Prague.
Land
The CR is surrounded by four countries: Germany to the west, Poland to the north, Slovakia to the east and Austria to the south.

Area: 78 864 sq km

Highest point: Sněžka

The Bohemian-Moravian Highlands cover much of the central part of the CR. The region comprises plaints, plateaus and low hills and is bordered by several mountain ranges. A significant part of the country´s agriculture takes place here.

The Eagle Mountains in the north and the Šumava Mountains in the west are known for their spas and ski resorts. The Krkonoše Mountains are located in the north and form part of the border with Poland. Extending along the Czech-Slovak border in the south-eastern part of the country is a section of the Carpathian Mountains (Jeseníky and Beskydy).

The main rivers of the CR are the Labe, the Vltava, the Ohře, the Morava, the Lužice, the Jihlava and the Svratka. The Sázava, Odra and Opava rivers are also important.

The CR has a humid, continental climate with cold winters and warm summers. Temperatures generally descrease with increasing altitude. Rainfall is generally heaviest during the summer months.

The history

In the 4th century B.C. Celtic tribes settled in our teritory ( the Boii tribe gave the land its name Bohemia) and later Germanic tribes and Slavic people. In the 7th  century the Frankish merchant Samo became the ruler of the first known Slavic state in Central Europe. After then in 833 was created another important state Great Moravia. After its disintegration, state activities were concentrated in Czech lands and Czech state was unified by the Přemyslids. In 1306 they died out by the sword and after then John of the Luxembourg dynasty became a king. His son Charles IV. was the Holy Roman Emperor, so the Czech state played an important role in Europe. The first part of the 15th century is marked by the Hussite movement. It is named after Jan Hus,religious leader, who was burnt to death in Constance in 1415. The  leading representative of the Hussite movement were Jan Žižka and Prokop Holý.

After the reign of Jiří from Poděbrady and after Jagiellonian dynasty, the country came under Habsburg reign. After the battle on the White mountain in 1620 began germanization and liquidation of czech literature and language. This process was finally stopped by the Czech national revival, so after WWI, in 1918, the Czech nation was able to také its fate into its own hands in the  newly established Czechoslowak republic. During WWII Slowakia broke away and czech state was occupied by the Germans. After the war, Czechoslowakia was restored, but soon it fell under the rule of the communist party and infuence of the Soviet Union. In 1989 was a peaceful revolution – Velvet revolution and after it we have demokracy. In 1993 Czechoslowakia  split into two independent states –Czech republic and Slowakia. In 2004 both joined the European Union.  

The Czech System of Government

The Czech Republic is a sovereign, united and democratic state. Its government is divided into three branches: the legislative, the executive and the judicial.

The Parliament represents the legislative branch and consists of two chambers – the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate. There are 200 deputies who are elected every four years. Candidates have to be at least 21 years old. In the Senate, there are 81 lawmakers who serve six years, every two years one third of them is renewed. Candidates have to be 40 years old and more. Parliament’s task is to make laws, ratify international treaties and decide on sending troops abroad. Every citizen from the age of 18 has the universal, equal, direct and secret right to vote.

A new law-to-be, a bill, can be proposed by a deputy, a group of deputies, the Senate, the government or higher-level local authorities. A bill has to be passed by the Chamber of Deputies at first and then by the Senate. A law must be signed by the head of the Chamber of Deputies, the prime minister and the president. 

The president is elected every five years by the Parliament. No one can serve more than two terms in a row. President represents the state abroad, appoints all judges, ambassadors and he is also the commander-in-chief of the army. In the law-making process he can exercise the power of veto, which means not signing a bill. His task is also to call general elections. The leader of the winning party is then appointed the prime minister and on his suggestion the president makes appointments of all the other members of the government. In relation to the judicial power he can grant a pardon to a convicted person or declare an amnesty.
The government is composed of the premier, the vice-premiers and the ministers. Some of the ministries are: Interior, Foreign Affairs, Defence, Justice, Finance, Education and Health.

The judicial power is divided into a system of courts, starting with the Constitutional Court and the Supreme Court and going down to the courts at all levels of regional government. Judges serve for an unlimited period of time, must have a good reputation and must be professional lawyer. 

In Czech political spectrum, there are many political parties. We may distinguish the left wing (the Social Democratic Party, the Czech-Moravian Communist Party), moderate (the Green Party, the Christian party) and right wing (the Civic Democratic Party). 

The national symbols

The flag ( three colours- red, white and blue) a coat of arms (znak, erb) containing the Czech lion, the Moravian eagle (orel)- chequered(kostkovany)- and the Silesian eagle – black in gold. The national tree is the lime tree (lípa) – linden tree- with heart – shaped (srdčitý) leaves (listí) . 

Economy
Some 40 percent of land in the Czech Republic is cultivated. Agriculture plays a relatively small role in the nation´s export industry. The principal crops grown in the Czech Republic are barley, wheat, corn, rye, sugar beets, potatoes, flax, and hops. Czech farmers also raise sizable numbers of livestock animals, including fowl, pigs, cattle and sheep.

Manufacturing is a leading component of the Czech Republic´s gross domestic product. Manufacturing industries range from steelworks and large breweries to cottage industries, some of which produce glass beads and jewellery.

The CR is heavily dependent on imported and raw materials. Large deposits of lignite, the country´s main domestic source of energy, are found near the cities of Chomutov, Most, Karlovy Vary, Teplice and České Budějovice. Hard coal is found near Ostrava, Plzeň and Kladno. Sizable uranium deposits and smaller deposits of mercury, antimony and tin are located in the Ore Mountains. There are also small amounts of lead and zine ore in central Bohemia and iron ore near Prague. Some 34 percent of the country is forested. The Bohemian Forest is an important source of lumber. 
Principal Cities

Prague

Prague is the capital, largest city, and commercial and cultural centre of the Czech Republic. It has been a cultural and economic centre since the 13th century, when its old town was built. Its new town was constructed in the 14th century and Prague was the second largest European city after Paris. And now, Prague is one of the most beautiful and historic European cities.

Brno

Brno, in the south-eastern Czech Republic, was founded in the 9th century on the site where the Svitava and Svratka rivers converge. The centre of Czech wool manufacturing, it is surrounded by farming and coal mining regions. 

Other important cities include Ostrava, a centre for metallurgical industries; Plzeň, noted for its breweries; and Olomouc, a trade, educational, cultural and industrial centre.

The Protected landscape areas
Czech karst

It is countryside which reachs to southwest direction from Prague. There are chalky pillow with karstic canyons and gullets, many caves. Whole territory is protected landscape area (PLA). Forests are first oak with herbal storey. There are ten kinds of bats, many molluscous, reptiles, amphibians, insects and 1390 kinds of butterflies. River Berounka traverses whole territory. 
Koněprusy caves
The caves are situated in Central Bohemia, 7 km South of Beroun, in the middle of the nature reserve of Czech Karst, not far from castles Křivoklát and Karlštejn. The top level housed in the 15th century a secret workshop of money forgers. The cave can boast of unique opal-bearing decorations, as well as numerous paleonthological exavations, documenting the history of earth Nature of the past 1,5 milion years.
Moravian karst

It is one of the most important karst area of Central Europe. It is also protected landscape area (PLA) as Czech karst. In the area of Moravian Karst, there are more than 1100 caverns and gorges. But only 4 caves of the all number are open to public. There are Punkevní jeskyně (Punkva Caves) with their underground river – during the cruise you can see there the bottom of the famous Macocha Abyss. Very remarkable for all visitors is view to Macocha Abyss from two platforms – the Upper and Lower foot bridge. Another cave is Kateřinská jeskyně (Catherine’s Cave) with its unique limestone columns. The Balcarka cave is full of colorful stalactitic decoration. Sloupsko-šošůvské (Sloup-Šošůvka Caves) are made by huge corridors and underground gorges.

Bohemian Paradise

The Bohemian Paradise is situated nearly one hundred kilometers to the northeast from Prague. In this romantic area, that is situated on the middle part of the Jizera river, variety of nature beauties is bound with rich historical buildings: castles, chateaux and folk architecture. 

The National parks

The National parks are four: Krkonošský, Podyjí, Šumava, České Švýcarsko.
Czech personalities
Sport: Goalkeeper Dominik Hašek and Jaromír Jágr are the famous at present. They helped the Czech team to get the Olympic Gold in Nagano. Martina Navrátilová has won Wimbledon nine times. In athletics, there are Emil Zátopek, Dana Zátopková, Jarmila Kratochvílová and Jan Železný. Decathlete Tomáš Dvořák won The Olympics and world championships and Roman Šebrle.
Art: Karel Čapek coined the word robot in his play R.U.R. Than Milan Kundera, Antonín Dvořák, Bedřich Smetana, Miloš Forman.

Two Czechs in history have won the Nobel Prize. Jaroslav Heyrovský was awarded the NP for Chemistry. Jaroslav Seifert was awarded the NP in Literature.
The Customs
We have a lot of traditional food – it´s for ex. Roasted pork, sauerkraut and sliced, boiled dumplings called knedlíky. We have also very known czech beer. The most popular is from Plzeň and Budweiser from České Budějovice. We have also good moravian wine. 

Plates are preparated at the kitchen and served to the table.

When the czech peoples meet someone, they shake hands.

It is comon for Czechs to remove their shoes when entering a home.

On the Christmas Day, we have a fish soup and carp with potato salad. We celebrated the Baby Jesus.

On Easter morning boys prepare plaited willow canes and go from house and whip girls. When whipping they have to recite a poem. As a treat they get an egg and a ribbon.

National feastdays

In spring:   Easter, 

1st Mai is a feast of work, 

8th Mai is a state feast (the day of victory)

In summer: 5th July is a state feast (Cyril and Metoděj), 

6th July is a state feast (we celebrate that the master Jan Hus was burned to death)

In autumn: 28th September is a state feast (St. Václav),

28th October is a state feast (the day of rise to independent Czechoslovakia), 

17th November is a state feast (the day of the struggle for liberty and democracy)

In winter: Christmas, 
24th December is a Christmas Eve, 
25th December is a Christmas Day, 
26th December is a Boxing Day, 
1st January is a state feast (we celebrate a New Year)
Jihlava – history, present

Jihlava is the capital of region Vzso4ina. The town is situated on the river Jihlava in the highland on the frontier between Bohemia and Moravia. Jihlava has about 50 000 inhabitants.

Jihlava was founded in the Middle Ages, in the 13th century, because silver was discovered here. Thanks these mines Jihlava became a very rich town. During the centuries there were many Germans. In the 16th century there was a big fire that destroyed the town. It was rebuilt in renaissance style. In the 18th century Jesuits appeared in Jihlava and built their areal. After the World War II Germans definitely left our town.

Now, in Jihlava there are important culture events during the whole year. In March, the festival of students’ theatre JID is held in the Theatre On the Hill. In September there is a festival of Gustav Mahler. It is the time of classic music. We can go to concerts to the hotel Gustav Mahler, to the House of Culture, to the Church of St Ignác and some concerts are held in on the Masaryk Square. In October the international festival of documentary films is held in cinemas Dukla and Sokol and in the House of Culture. During the year we can go to concerts to the Music school. The concerts of modern music are held for example in the club Edgar. There is a professional theatre which is called Horácké. They have a few pieces every year. For people who are interested in art there is a gallery and a museum where they can visit expositions. There is a big town’s library for people who are interested in literature. In June the miner’s parade is sometimes held.

For people who prefer sport there are great number of sports facilities here. Jihlava is the town of ice-hockey. The ice-hockey club Dukla Jihlava used to be the best team in Czechoslovakia. Now, the second best league in the Czech Republic is played here. Except ice-hockey in the winter stadium is possible to practise ice-skating in winter. There is also football stadium which is quite new and modern. Our football club plays the second Czech league, too. There are also volleyball and tenis clay courts, three swimming pools and near Jihlava there is a ski-tow. There are also ways for cyclist.

Jihlava has a new shopping centre. It is called City park. It includes many shops with clothes and shoes, a supermarket, a big cinema, a fast food, little restaurants, cafeterias etc.

As for industry there are some firms in Jihlava – Kronospan, Bosh, Tchibo, Motorpal etc.
