The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
England x Britain x The United Kingdom

England
- London

Wales

- Cardiff

Scotland
- Edinburgh

N. Ireland
- Belfast

- the British Isles – two large islands (Britain, Ireland) and more than 5000 smaller islands

- the most Shetlands, the Orkneys, the Hebrides, the Isle of Man, Anglesey, the Isles of Scilly,                           the Isle of Wight, the Channel Islands
- seas, oceans, ports


- the western coast of Britain is washed by the Atlantic ocean


- the Irish sea


- the eastern coast of Britain is washed by the North sea

- the southern coast of Britain is washed by the English Channel (cut Great Britain from Europe)
- Dover, London, Southampton, Portsmouth (Royal Navy), Cardiff, Swansea, Glasgow, Belfast
Relief:

· two main regions, the boundary runs roughly from Exeter to Newcastle upon Tyne
· to the north of this line – highland Britain – it is wetter, agriculture (sheep and cows), the Highlands of Scotland – Ben Nevis (the Grampian Mount.)
· the southern Uplands

· the Cheviot Hills, the Pennines (run north to south) – known as the backbone of England

· the Cumbrian Mountains (known as the Lake District)

· the Cambrian Mts. (Wales)

· Exmoor, Dortmoor, the Cornish Heights

· to the south of this line lowland Britain: a plain, limestone and chalk hills

· the Cotswolds, the North Down, the Chelterns

· it is drier and sunnier, arable farms growing crops and cereals

Rivers:

· the Thames

· the Severn (the longest English river)

· the Trent

· in Scotland – the Clyde, the Tay, the Forth, the Tweed

· the Bristol Avon, the Warwickshire Avon – the main of some British rivers are of Celtic origin, and several rivers are called Avon for the simple reason that afon [avon] means river in Welsh
Lakes:

· lake District – Lake Winder – mere, Lake Derwentwater

· Scotland: called lochs – Loch Lomond (the largest), Loch Ness (the deepest)

· Laugh Neagh – the largest lake in the British Isles

Woodlands:

· 8%

· the most common trees – oak, beech, ash, pine, birch

Climate:

· oceanic, temperate, humid

· features: mild winters, not very hot summers, no extremes of temperatures, abundant        rain all the year round, frequent changes of the weather

· factors influencing climate: the winds blowing from the Atlantic (mild in winter, cool in summer) the warm Gulf Stream

Population:

· 60 million (a high population density)

Industries:

· machinery, chemicals, clothing, cars and lorries, jet aircraft, ships, drugs, scientific instruments, arms, books, whiskey

Energy:
· 16 nuclear power stations (the first began operation in 1956)

Currency:

· the pound sterling (£), which is divided into 100 pence (p)

The British national anthem is ,,God Save the Queen”.

The union of England, Scotland and Ireland is symbolized by the British national flag, called the Union Jack. It is made up from the flag of the Kingdom of England (the big red cross on a white field – St. George´s Cross – the patron of England), the flag of the Kingdom of Scotland (the white diagonal on a blue field – St. Andrew´s Cross), the flag of the Kingdom of Ireland (the red diagonal cross on a white field – St. Patrick´s Cross).
Political system:

· monarchy

· Queen Elisabeth II is the head of state

· Queen is represented by the Governor-General

· Prince of Wales is the heir to the throne

Parliament:

· is the supreme legislative authority in the country
· the four countries + capitals

· consists of the Sovereign, the House of Lords (hereditary and life peers and Lords Spiritual) and the House of Commons (650 members of Parliament, chief officer is the Speaker)
A general election must be held every five years. Eighteen is the minimum voting age. The most important of them are the Conservative and Labour parties. The party which wins form the Government. Its leading members are chosen by the Prime Minister to fill ministerial posts. The party which wins the second largest number of seats becomes the official Opposition. The British constitution is not written as a single document.
Life in UK:

· they are absolutely over polite

· they don´t care about our appearance

· they wear their shoes indoors

· British houses are terribly cold

· the bathrooms are funny

· they don´t eat soup

· they ruin their tea with milk

· only people of 18 and over are allowed to drink alcohol in pubs

· if you are between 14 and 18 you are allowed to go in to a pub with a person over 18 and drink a soft drink

· you can usually get offer in a pub which serves food but not tea or water (unless bottled)
· ordering a drink: if you want to drink English beer order ,,half a litter, or a pint of litter” or if you want continental beer, ask for ,,half of larger or pint of larger”

Stratford in Warwickshire

· 23 thousand inhabitants

· Shakespeare´s birthplace – in Henley Street – it is a museum now (half-timbered house)

· New Place – a house in which Shakespeare died

· the Holy Trinity Church

· the Royal Shakespeare´s Theatre

· the Shakespeare Hotel – rooms are named after his plays

· Harvard House – the home of John Harvard, the founder of Harvard College, the oldest university in the USA

· Ann Hathaway´s (his wife) Cottage at Shottery, about mile from Stratford
