New Zealand
N.Z. is an independent member of the British Commonwealth. N.Z. has a parliamentary system where the head of state is Queen Elizabeth II. represented by the Governor General. The head of Government is the Prime Minister. The capital city is Wellington, other big cities are Christchurch and Auckland. The first people to settle in N.Z. were Polynesian tribes – the Maoris. 
N.Z. consists of two large islands – North Island and South Island – and a small island – Steward Island. The country is mainly mountainous.

N.Z. is larger than G.B. but its population is only 3,5 million, so the density of population is very low. 85 per cent are of European origin (above all British) and 9 per cent are Polynesian. All the larger towns lie on the latern coast.

N.Z. has a very pleasant, temperate climate with plenty of sunshine and good rainfall; that is why N.Z. is primarily a grazing country and specializes in livestock breeding.
Fruit and vegetable growing is important mainly for the home market. Industry is closely connected with agriculture: the principal branch of industry is the food industry, which includes butter, cheese and milk powder factories and meat works. The engineering industry produces mainly farm machinery and equipment. The main trading partners of N.Z. are the USA, Australia, Japan and Britain.

